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1 INTRODUCTION
Two Brewer spectrophotometer instruments are installed
on the roof of the RMIB building at Uccle, Belgium
(50o48’N, 4o21’E, 100m asl):

• Brewer#016: single monochromator; installed in
1984; Direct Sun (DS) measurements

• Brewer#178: double monochromator; installed in
2001; DS and Sun Scan (SS) measurements

2 METHOD
2.1 AOD retrieval method

Both the DS and SS measurements can be used to re-
trieve Aerosol Optical Depth (AOD) values, using the
methods described in Cheymol and De Backer, 2003 (for
DS measurements) and De Bock et al. 2010 (for SS mea-
surements). The retrieval is based on the Langley Plot
Method where one Calibration Factor (CF) and one AOD
(A) value are determined for selected cloudless days. The
average CF is calculated from the individual CF values.
This value is then used to retrieve the AOD value for each
individual DS or SS measurement (Figure 1).

Figure 1. AOD retrieval method.

2.2 Cloud screening method

An automatic cloud screening method has been developed
to remove the measurements that are perturbed by clouds
(Figure 2). The advantage of this method is that we no
longer need to use an upper limit above which AOD values
are discarded.

Figure 2. Cloud screening method.

3 STABILITY OF CALIBRATION FACTORS

Figure 3. Stability of Brewer#016 Calibration Factors.

Figure 4. Stability of Brewer#178 Calibration Factors.

The upper panels in Fig. 3 and 4 show the CFs over time
for Brewer#016 and Brewer#178 respectively. The lower
panels present the deviation (in %) of the CFs with respect
to the last CF. This is a way to study the long term stabil-
ity of the CF of the instruments. It can be seen that over
the last 10 years, Brewer#016 CFs have been quite stable,
with differences staying lower than 0.5%. There seems to
be a drift in the stability of the CFs, but this is something
that can be corrected for. The CFs of Brewer#178 are
more stable over time. The CFs determined from the DS
measurements have been stable around 0.2%, whereas
the stability of the CFs from the SS measurements is
around 0.1%.
Table 1 shows the response of the AOD values to the
changes in CF values.

Table1. Maximum and average change in AOD
caused by changes in Calibration Factors

4 COMPARISON WITH CIMEL AOD VALUES
The AOD values retrieved from the Brewer measure-
ments are compared to co-located, quasi-simultaneous
(max. time difference of 3 minutes) Cimel level 2.0 val-
ues (http://aeronet.gsfc.nasa.gov/; site: Brussels).
For both Brewer instruments, the AOD values at 320nm
(retrieved from the DS measurements) are compared
to Cimel values at 320nm (extrapolated from 340nm to
320nm using the Angstrom parameter). The Brewer#178
AOD values at 340nm (retrieved from the SS measure-
ments) are compared to the Cimel values at the same
wavelength.

Figure 5. Comparison of quasi-simultaneous Brewer
and Cimel AOD values from 2006 until 2013.

Table2. Regression coefficients, slope and intercept
values between Brewer and Cimel AOD values.

From Figure 5 and Table 2, it is clear that the Brewer AOD
values agree very well with the Cimel measurements. For
both Brewer DS and SS AOD values, the slope of the re-
gression equation is close to 1. The Brewer AOD values at
320nm are slightly higher than the Cimel values, whereas
the opposite is true for the Brewer values at 340nm.

5 CONCLUSIONS

The Calibration Factors of Brewer#016 are
stable to within 0.5% over the last years. The
associated AOD uncertainty is 0.08 at 320nm.

The stability of the Brewer#178 Calibration
Factors seems to be better than Brewer#016.
The values are stable to within 0.2% at 320nm
and 0.1% at 340nm. This leads to a maximum

absolute change in retrieved AOD values of 0.04
at 320nm and 0.02 at 340nm.

Comparing the retrieved Brewer AOD values
with the co-located, quasi-simultaneous Cimel

level 2.0 data, shows a good agreement between
both instruments. This demonstrates that the

Brewer AOD retrieval methods using DS and SS
measurements generate reliable results.

(The authors would like to thank Christian Hermans (Bel-
gian Institute for Space Aeronomy, Belgium) for establish-
ing and maintaining the AERONET site at Brussels.)
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